
 

           November 3, 2025 

 

 

RUSHVILLE CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

   

 
1.   ROLL CALL & CALL TO ORDER 

 

The Rushville City Council met in the meeting room of the City Hall Building.  Upon 

convening, City Clerk, Stacey Briney called the roll.  Upon ROLL CALL, the following answered 

present: Council Members: Susan Acker, Mike Carey, Terry Dodds, Mike Farniok, Bob Fishel, 

Bryan Matteson, Mike Ryan, & Paul Trimble.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M.   

 

Others present included: City Clerk, Stacey Briney; Superintendent of Operations, Drew Ralston; 

Chief of Police, Rick Wright; and Moe Billingsley of The Rushville Times. 

 

IN THE ABSENCE OF MAYOR, JEFF ERVIN, Dodds MOVED TO APPOINT SUSAN 

ACKER AS MAYOR PRO-TEM.  Fishel SECONDED, AND THE MOTION CARRIED WITH A 

ROLL CALL VOTE AS FOLLOWS:  7 YEAS – Carey, Dodds, Farniok, Fishel, Matteson, Ryan, & 

Trimble; 0 NAYS; 0 ABSENT; 1 PRESENT – Acker. 

 

 

2.  OPENING PRAYER 

 

  The Opening Prayer was led by Council Member, Terry Dodds. 

 

 

3.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Pro-Tem, Susan Acker. 

 

 

4.  PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

There were no Public Comments at this time. 

 

 

5.  CONSENT AGENDA 

 

All items on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be enacted in one 

motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Council Member so requests, in which 

event, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered as the first item after approval of 

the Consent Agenda. 

a) Approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting held October 20, 2025 

b) Approve the Minutes of the Water Committee Meeting held October 6, 2025 

c) Approve “Claims for Council Approval Dated 11/03/25” & Accept Monthly Reports 

d) Approve $500 Donation to Santa’s House 

e) Approve Outside Employment for Police Officer, Andrew Haas 

f) Approve Renewing City’s Property/Casualty, Liability, Work Comp, & 

Unemployment Insurance with ICRMT and Authorize paying a Downpayment of 

$55,554 

g) Approve Loan Reimbursements 

h) Approve Change Order #5 

i) Approve 1st Reading of Ordinance No. 1404, Annual Tax Levy 

 

Fishel MOVED TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA.  Ryan SECONDED, AND THE 

MOTION CARRIED WITH AN ALL “YEA” ROLL CALL VOTE AS FOLLOWS:  8 YEAS – 

Carey, Dodds, Farniok, Fishel, Matteson, Ryan, Trimble, & Acker; 0 NAYS; 0 ABSENT. 

 

 

6.  ITEMS TO BE REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA – IF APPLICABLE 

 

 All items were approved on the Consent Agenda. 

 

 

7.  PASS & ADOPT ORDINANCE NO. 1398, AN ORDINANCE REGULATING RECREATIONAL 

VEHICALS WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS 

 

 Farniok MOVED TO PASS & ADOPT ORDINANCE NO. 1398, AN ORDINANCE 

REGULATING RECREATIONAL VEHICLES WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS.  Fishel 

SECONDED. 

 

 Council Member, Paul Trimble asked if the council could make changes if they come across 

something that needs to be changed because the way this ordinance reads now, this will put someone out of  
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their home.  Council Member, Mike Ryan stated that a person can request a variance.  Ordinance Review 

Committee Member, Bryan Matteson said this will definitely put someone out of their home.  Dodds noted 

this person does not even have water, sewer, or electricity, and Matteson stressed that a home is a home.  

Ordinance Review Committee Chairman, Mike Farniok stated not according to the State of Illinois is that 

considered a home.  Farniok reported there is a lot of junk around this particular place and the owner has 

not paid any of the fines that have been incurred.  Matteson noted that he could not consciously look 

himself in the mirror every day if this happened.  Ryan stressed that this is an unhealthy living situation and 

Farniok added this is actually a violation of the State of Illinois Public Health Code and is not the best 

situation.  Matteson said if the city would grandfather this residence in, he would be okay with it.   

 

Chief of Police, Rick Wright stressed that some of the council members are trying to make this all 

about one (1) person and that is not right.  Chief Wright stated the council asks him to uphold the 

ordinances that are passed and this would make his job very hard to do when he is expected to go after 

ordinance violations but allow some people to do whatever they want.  Chief Wright said for one (1) year 

himself and City Attorney, Erin Wilson-Laegeler have been after this particular person to clean up the 

mess, and nothing is getting done.  Chief Wright noted if the council is worried about putting someone out 

of their home, they could go look at it.  Chief Wright stressed this person is not living there one hundred 

percent (100%) of the time and there is mold inside, which is what the owner has told him.  Chief Wright 

said it is not up to the city to find people places to live and there are income-based apartments around, 

people just need to do the work to find them.  Chief Wright stated if the council tries to make this ordinance 

about one (1) person there will be real problems.  Chief Wright said again, maybe the council members 

should have gone down and looked at this particular place before now.  Chief Wright noted the owner will 

not better himself or the place and if the council continues to make this about one (1) person, it will make it 

hard for him to do his job.  

 

Matteson said he understands this ordinance, but it is hard to put someone out of their home.  

Farniok noted this person has no incentive to better himself.  Matteson stated the city had the same issue 

across the street and we gave that property owner money to put up a fence and he has not done anything we 

asked of him. 

 

 THE MOTION CARRIED WITH A ROLL CALL VOTE AS FOLLOWS:  6 YEAS – 

Dodds, Farniok, Fishel, Ryan, & Acker; 2 NAYS – Matteson & Trimble; 0 ABSENT. 

 

 

8.  COUNCIL MEMBER & OFFICIALS REPORTS 

 

 Water & Sewer Committee Chairman, Bryan Matteson reported the old Logan Street building has 

been demolished and the other holding tank is gone.  Matteson said we are waiting on Leander to do the 

landscaping. 

 

 Sidewalk & Lighting Committee Chairman, Terry Dodds reported he discussed the problems with 

the sidewalk on East Clinton Street down by the cemetery with Superintendent of Operations, Drew 

Ralston and Ralston is going to put barrels and tape across it for now until the city can lift out the slabs.  

Dodds stressed that this is a very dangerous sidewalk.  Consensus of the council was to go ahead and 

barrel off the sidewalk. 

 

Dodds noted there were a lot of people that attended the Halloween merchant trick-or-treat around 

the square. 

 

 Council Member, Bob Fishel gave a shout out to the merchant trick-or-treat as well and said it was 

nice to see so many people downtown.   

 

  

9.  ADJOURN 

 

Trimble MOVED TO ADJOURN.  Dodds SECONDED, AND THE MOTION CARRIED 

WITH AN ALL “YEA” ROLL CALL VOTE AS FOLLOWS:  8 YEAS – Farniok, Fishel, Matteson, 

Ryan, Trimble, Acker, Carey, & Dodds; 0 NAYS; 0 ABSENT.  THE MEETING STOOD 

ADJOURNED ACCORDINGLY AT 7:18 P.M.  

  

 

Minutes submitted by, 

 

 

________________________________ 

Stacey L. Briney, City Clerk/CMC 

 

 

______________________ 

Date Minutes Approved   
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